
With fall harvest occurring on the mid-shore, the time to plant cover crops is here.  Soon corn and soybean fields will be 

planted into a winter cover crop.  All fields must be planted by November 5th, and certified by November 13th to order 

to qualify for a payment.  Also, it is the responsibility of 

the farmer to provide the Talbot SCD 2019 Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) maps at the time of certification.   

 

Reminder about Cover Crop Incentive Payments 
• Plant cover crops by October 1, 2019: Add a $10-$20/

acre early planting bonus depending on planting 
method 

• Plant by October 15, 2019: Add a $5-$10/acre early 
planting bonus 

• Terminate cover crop after May 1: Add $15/acre 
• Plant rye (no mixes): Add $10/acre 
• Aerial seed cover crop into standing corn by airplane 

or helicopter between August 15 and September 1: 
Add $10/acre 

• Maximum payment is $90/acre  
 

Should you have any questions about program requirements, please contact the Talbot SCD at 410-822-1577 x 3.  For 

more information about this years program, visit https://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Pages/

cover_crop.aspx. 

2019-2020 MACS Cover Crop Program Update 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

Congratulations to John Swaine III  
for 30 years of service to the District! 

 
John Swaine III was recently presented with a pin at the 2019 summer Maryland  

Association of Soil Conservation Districts meeting in Ellicott City on August 5th—7th 

for his 30 years of service as a board member for the Talbot SCD.   

John currently serves at the Talbot SCD chairman. He farms in the Royal Oak / St. 

Michael’s area of Talbot County.  
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Conservation Leasing Guide is Available 
If you are landowner who leases your land to a farmer you should download 

the free Agricultural Conservation Leasing Guide developed by the  

University of Maryland Agricultural Law Education Initiative (ALEI) and the 

Hughes Center.  This guide is meant to help farmers and landowners use 

leases as a tool to not only protect their business interests but to also imple-

ment stewardship planning and conservation practices on leased land.   

For more information and to download the guide, visit https://

agresearch.umd.edu/agroecol/educationoutreach/agricultural-

conservation-leasing. 

Calvert County Envirothon Team wins 29th Annual Maryland 

News Release, Maryland Department of Agriculture 

ANNAPOLIS, MD – A five-member team of stu-

dents from Calvert High School in Calvert County 

won the 29th annual Maryland Envirothon — an 

outdoor natural resources competition that chal-

lenges high school students to identify and cate-

gorize living resources, perform soil surveys, and 

solve other complex natural resource issues. Ap-

proximately 1,000 students from 15 counties 

across Maryland took part in this year’s competition. The event was held on June 19-20 at St. Mary’s College in Southern 

Maryland. 

The Calvert County team will represent Maryland at the North American Envirothon competition on July 28-Aug. 2 at 

North Carolina State University in Raleigh. Team members representing the winning Maryland team include Grace Miller, 

Kristina Dube, Ben Springer, Vincent Sullens, and Michael Deffinbaugh. Their coach is Charles Gustin. 

Each team’s knowledge is tested under the supervision of foresters, soil scientists, and wildlife specialists. Teamwork, 

problem-solving, and presentation skills are evaluated as each team gives a presentation that includes recommendations 

for solving an environmental challenge to a panel of judges. The team with the highest cumulative total wins and gets 

the opportunity to represent Maryland at the national competition.   

UPDATE– Maryland placed 10th overall out of 53 teams competing at the 2019 NCF Envirothon held in North 

Carolina.  



What is a Soil Conservation 
& Water Quality Plan and 
why should I have one for 
my farm? 
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Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans 

(SCWQP) or Conservation Plans are a valuable tool 

for farmers and landowners to manage resources and 

improve profitability. A conservation plan is a work-

ing document designed to fit each individual farmer's 

needs while protecting and conserving their soil and 

water resources. 

A conservation plan folder contains: 

 Aerial photo of the farm which includes property boundaries, topography, current and proposed BMPs, and 
possibly other resource items; 

 A written record of the landowners decisions regarding cropping sequences, residue management, and nu-
trient management, with a plan for implementation and; 

 A map showing soil types and boundaries along with descriptions and capability classes showing suitability 
for cropland, forestland, and wildlife habitat. 

Conservation plans are not mandatory unless all or part of the farm falls within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area , 

or you are applying for or currently participate in an agricultural land preservation program, or participate in any state or 

federal cost share programs. 

If you are interested in developing a conservation plan for your farm, please contact one of the conservation planners to 

set up an on-farm visit. The planner will need to walk the farm and take notes on current farming practices and identify 

any resource issues which may need to be addressed.  These plans are free and should be updated at least every 10 

years. 

If you are unsure if your plan is current or would like to schedule a farm visit, please contact one of our planners: 

Steve Spielman, steve.spielman@maryland.gov - 443-746-4312 

Levin Schwaninger, levin.schwaninger@maryland.gov - 443-746-4315 

Scott Nordhoff, scott.nordhoff@nacdnet.net - 443-746-4318 
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TALBOT COUNTY ROAD SIDE DITCH MAINTENANCE 

Please make sure to not over spray into county ditches when working in your crop fields. If you should have 
noxious weeds in the ditch, please contact Warren Edwards, Roads Superintendent at 410-770-8151, to 
take care of the issue. Too often ditches are being sprayed or disked too close to the road which are causing 
unintentional erosion issues. 



Article source: Chesapeake Bay Program—https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/
bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification/bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification  
 

Agricultural best management practice (BMP) verification is “the process through which the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture ensure practices, treatments and technologies resulting in reductions of nitrogen, phosphorus and/or sedi-
ment pollutant loads are implemented and operating correctly.” It can be viewed as a life cycle process that includes ini-
tial inspection, follow-up checks and evaluation of BMP performance.  
 

Why is BMP Verification important to local stream and Bay restoration? 

The implementation, tracking and reporting of BMPs has been at the center of the Chesapeake Bay Program partner-
ship’s restoration efforts for almost three decades. 

 

How are BMPs verified? 

The BMP verification process can be seen as a cycle with three primary steps: 

Step 1: “Is the BMP There?” 

The first part of the life cycle is the initial 
inspection upon the installation of the BMP, 
meant to answer the question, “Is the BMP 
there?” Following the initial inspection and 
reporting of the data, quality assurance and 
validation of the data ensures that the data 
was collected, compiled and submitted cor-
rectly, and that issues of double counting 
and the clean-up of historical BMP data 
have been addressed. 

Step 2: “Is the BMP still operating correctly?” 

The second part of the life cycle is comple-
tion of follow-up checks, carried out at the 
appropriate frequency to ensure that the 
BMP is operating correctly throughout the 
lifespan of that practice. 

Step 3: “Systematic Data Collection” 

The third part of the life cycle is performance outcomes. This stage is focused on the systematic collection of data that 
will be used to ensure that the BMPs are working as expected, while also allowing the partnership to adapt approaches 
to the future installation and maintenance of the practices, and to help further refine their pollutant reduction efficien-
cies. 

 

Who is involved in the verification process? 

The Talbot Soil Conservation staff is routinely involved in BMP verification.  We contact our cooperators when their BMP’s 
are selected to be reviewed.  Should you have any questions about the process, please contact Shawn Smith, District 
Manager, at 410-822-1577 x 3. 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Verification of Existing 
Conservation Practices to Meet WIP Phase III Goals 
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https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification/bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification/bmp_introduction_to_bmp_verification


Talbot SCD Field Staff (Federal/State/District) 

Board of Supervisors 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE  

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

John (Jack) L King Jr., District Conservationist (Talbot and Caroline)—

jack.king@md.usda.gov 

Annie Rossi, Soil Scientist (Eastern Shore)—annie.rossi@md.usda.gov 

Katie Biggs, Wildlife Biologist (Eastern Shore)—katherine.biggs@usda.gov 

Reed Carter, Soil Conservation Technician (Talbot and Caroline)—

reed.carter@usda.gov 

Amber Cook, Program Support Specialist (Talbot, Caroline and Dorchester)—

amber.cook@usda.gov 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (MDA) 

Shawn D. Smith, District Manager—shawn.smith@maryland.gov 

Dale Willson, Secretary—dalel.willson@maryland.gov 

Levin Schwaninger, Agricultural Resource Conservation Specialist—

levin.schwaninger@md.nacdnet.net 

Steve Spielman, Agricultural Resource Conservation Specialist—steve.spielman@md.nacdnet.net 

Kayla Meredith, Soil Conservation Associate—kayla.meredith@maryland.gov 

TALBOT SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT (TSCD) 

Scott Nordhoff, Agricultural Resource Conservation Specialist—david.nordhoff@md.nacdnet.net 

Brandon Zinter, Soil Conservation Associate—brandon.zinter@md.nacdnet.net 

• John Swaine III, Chairman (County Appointee) 

• Lewis Smith, Vice Chairman (At-large) 

• Kyle Hutchison, Treasurer (At-large) 

• Lemmie Swann, Member (UMD Extension) 

• Sarah Everhart (Farm Bureau) 

• Shannon Dill (Extension Service), Secretary 

• Billy Foster, Associate 

• Norman Fike, Honorary Member 

New biologist hired to help with bob-

white quail habitat on the Eastern 

Shore.  If interested contact Katie 

Biggs at 443-746-4307. 

About the Board  

The Talbot SCD Board of Supervisors provides overall  

supervision and sets policy assuring that the district performs 

tasks required by law and memorandums of understanding. 

Supervisors are appointed to represent farming, forestry,  

wildlife, suburban/urban interests, and other natural resource 

interests in a district. Appointments are made by the following 

groups: Talbot County Government, Talbot County Farm  

Bureau, and the Talbot County Cooperative Extension. Two 

supervisors are appointed by the SSCC from among residents 

of Talbot County. Each term is five (5) years.  

Page 5 



About the Talbot SCD 

The Talbot Soil Conservation District has been assisting farmers, landowners and others in solving natural re-

sources problems since 1958. The District takes its role in conserving natural resources very seriously. With over 600 
miles of shoreline on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, we know that what we do on the land has an immediate 

and significant affect on the water quality of the Bay. This commitment to conservation is shared by our farmers and 

landowners who have year after year demonstrated outstanding stewardship in their willingness to apply high level of 
Best Management Practice implementation.  

The District also plays a role in the prevention of erosion and sediment delivery for construction development activity. 

The District reviews the erosion and sediment control plans required by state law for these activities to ensure that they 
are complete and adequate.  

The District is unique among agencies in that it is a unit of government in itself. The District is governed by a board of 

appointed supervisors who set local priorities and policies. In it's operation, the District works with its cooperators on a 
voluntary basis to solve natural resource problems and to apply conservation on the land. The District is staffed with Fed-

eral (USDA/NRCS), State (MDA/Office of Resource Conservation) and District (grant) employees.  

CONSERVATION    |    DEVELOPMENT    |    SELF-GOVERNMENT 

Talbot Soil Conservation District 
28577 Marys Court, Suite 3 
Easton, Maryland 21601 
 
Phone: 410-822-1577 x 3 

E-Mail: talbotscd@gmail.com 

Website: www.talbotscd.com 


