
ANNAPOLIS, MD — The Maryland Department of Agriculture has been 

awarded a $1 million Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 

grant by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service. The grant will be used to support the installation of con-

servation practices on Maryland farms that enhance soil health, improve 

air quality, and safeguard water quality. The duration of the grant is five 

years. 

The Maryland grant proposal, titled “Taking Soil Health to the Next Lev-

el,” seeks to move the state beyond its robust Cover Crop Program to 

promote a variety of healthy soil practices that allow farmers to gain 

experience using the latest technological advances. 

“We are excited by this opportunity to utilize and demonstrate a suite of 

soil health practices on Maryland farm fields,” said Maryland Agriculture 

Secretary Joe Bartenfelder. “The project will go a long way towards ful-

filling the state’s Healthy Soils initiative and improving natural resource 

management.” 

Conservation practices funded by the grant include adaptive nutrient 

management, cover crops, crop rotations, variable rate technology for 

applying nutrients, residual and tillage management crop rotations, pre-

cision farming, edge-of-field tools to identify and reduce agricultural sources of excess nutrients, composting, forest and biomass 

plantings, and other practices that support and enhance soil health. The practices approved by this grant have been shown to increase 

organic matter in the soil, reduce soil erosion, promote nutrient cycling, improve water retention, and reduce competition from weeds 

and pests. 

In addition to supporting the installation of selected conservation practices, the grant will fund a series of farmer-to-farmer education 

workshops, three demonstration projects at participating farms, and technical assistance to employ adaptive nutrient management 

strategies.  In addition, the Harry R. Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology is partnering on the project and will assist with adaptive nutrient 

management and soil health measurement protocols and tools. 

https://news.maryland.gov/mda/press-release/2018/01/04/usda-awards-conservation-grant-to-maryland/ 
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Talbot County farmers planted over 32,500 acres into the traditional 

cover crop program in 2018.  A few farmers also planted over 1,500 

acres into the new bio-mass pilot program.  Regular cover crop par-

ticipants will be able to kill down your crops on March 1st.  If you 

have enrolled any acres into our Bio-Mass Pilot Program, you 

will not be able to kill down your crops until May 1st. 

Once you have suppressed your cover crops through herbicide or mechanical means, please contact the District as soon 

as possible for us to process your Spring Claim for Payment. 

For more information, visit https://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/pages/cover_crop.aspx 

Contact Levin Schwaninger for more information. 
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Congratulations Craig! 

The Talbot SCD Board of Supervisors and staff would like 

to congratulate Craig Zinter, District Manager, on his retire-

ment after nearly 30 years of working for the Talbot Soil 

Conservation District.  Craig has been instrumental in the 

development of our Erosion & Sediment Control Program 

as well as providing leadership for the National Envirothon 

and Maryland Envirothon serving on their Executive Com-

mittees.  He has twice served as the Chair of the National 

Envirothon.  Craig’s last day was on January 31st, 2019, and 

we wish Craig well on his future endeavors.     Craig Zinter, Talbot Soil Conservation District Manger, with Hans Schmidt,  
Assistant Secretary of the Maryland Department of Agriculture  

Welcome to the District, Brandon Zinter 

The Talbot SCD welcomes Brandon Zinter to field staff as a Soil Conservation Associate.   He will be assisting farmers and 

landowners with technical oversight of best management practices.  Please stop by and welcome Brandon to the district! 



MACS Cost-Share available for Manure Transport & Injection 
Spring applications for manure transport and injection are now available at the District office.  Farmers who receive  

manure (solid & liquid) are eligible to sign-up.  In order to complete the application, applicants will need recent soil tests 

on available fields showing P-FIV less than 100.  Maps will also be required to measure distance from the manure  

producing farm.   

Should you have any questions, please contact Brandon Zinter at 443-746-4309 or brandon.zinter@md.nacdnet.net.   
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

John (Jack) L King Jr., District Conservationist—jack.king@md.usda.gov 

James Brewer, Soil Scientist—james.brewer@md.usda.gov 

Annie Rossi, Soil Scientist—annie.rossi@md.usda.gov 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (MDA) 

Shawn D. Smith, Acting District Manager—shawn.smith@maryland.gov 

Dale Willson, Secretary—dalel.willson@maryland.gov 

Levin Schwaninger, Agricultural Resource Conservation Specialist—levin.schwaninger@md.nacdnet.net 

Steve Spielman, Agricultural Resource Conservation Specialist—steve.spielman@md.nacdnet.net 

TALBOT SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT (TSCD) 

Scott Nordhoff, Soil Conservation Planner—david.nordhoff@md.nacdnet.net 

Brandon Zinter, Soil Conservation Associate—brandon.zinter@md.nacdnet.net 

• John Swaine III, Chairman (County Appointee) 

• Phil Foster, Vice Chairman (Farm Bureau) 

• Kyle Hutchison, Treasurer 

• Lewis Smith, Member 

• Lemmie Swann, Member (UMD Extension) 

• Shannon Dill (Extension Service), Secretary 

• Sarah Everhart, Associate 

• Vicki Sump, Associate 

• Norman Fike, Honorary Member 

About the Board  

The Talbot SCD Board of Supervisors provides overall  

supervision and sets policy assuring that the district performs 

tasks required by law and memorandums of understanding. 

Supervisors are appointed to represent farming, forestry,  

wildlife, suburban/urban interests, and other natural resource 

interests in a district. Appointments are made by the following 

groups: Talbot County Government, Talbot County Farm  

Bureau, and the Talbot County Cooperative Extension. Two 

supervisors are appointed by the SSCC from among residents 

of Talbot County. Each term is five (5) years.  



About the Talbot SCD 

The Talbot Soil Conservation District has been assisting farmers, landowners and others in solving natural resources 

problems since 1958. The District takes its role in conserving natural resources very seriously. With over 600 miles of 
shoreline on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, we know that what we do on the land has an immediate and signifi-

cant affect on the water quality of the Bay. This commitment to conservation is shared by our farmers and landowners 

who have year after year demonstrated outstanding stewardship in their willingness to apply high level of Best Manage-
ment Practice implementation.  

The District also plays a role in the prevention of erosion and sediment delivery for construction development activity. 

The District reviews the sediment and erosion control plans required by state law for these activities to ensure that they 
are complete and adequate.  

The District is unique among agencies in that it is a unit of government in itself. The District is governed by a board of 

appointed supervisors who set local priorities and policies. In it's operation, the District works with its cooperators on a 
voluntary basis to solve natural resource problems and to apply conservation on the land. The District is staffed with Fed-

eral (USDA/NRCS), State (MDA/Office of Resource Conservation) and District (grant) employees.  

CONSERVATION    |    DEVELOPMENT    |    SELF-GOVERNMENT 

Talbot Soil Conservation District 
28577 Marys Court, Suite 3 

Easton, Maryland 21601 
 

Phone: 410-822-1577 x 3 

E-Mail: talbotscd@gmail.com 

Website: www.talbotscd.com 


